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majority in the Chamber of Deputies was highly pre-
carious, for there can be no doubt that if the cabinet
could have relied on the hearty support of the Chamber
it would have defied the Senate as it had already done
two months before.1 It has been only in very excep-

1 The history of this case is as follows: The present Chamber of
Deputies when elected contained a decided majority of Conservative
Republicans, and for two years the successive cabinets represented their
views, but by degrees the party became disintegrated, and in October,
1895, a Radical cabinet was formed, which succeeded in obtaining the
support of a majority. Early in the new year the Minister of Justice,
not being satisfied that the Juge d* Instruction, who was holding the inquest
on the southern railroad frauds, was sufficiently zealous in discovering
the offenders, took the case out of his hands and intrusted it to another
magistrate. On February 11, the Senate, which was strongly conserva-
tive, passed a vote censuring this act as an interference with the course
of justice. Two days later, the Chamber of Deputies expressed its con-
fidence in the government; whereupon the Senate, on February 15,
repeated its former vote. On the 20th, the matter was again brought up
in the Chamber of Deputies, and M. Bourgeois, the head of the cabinet,
declared that he should not resign so long as he was upheld by the
Chamber, which proceeded to reaffirm its vote of the week before. A
number of the senators who had been opposed to the cabinet, finding
that it would not yield, read in the Senate next day a declaration protest-
ing against the refusal of the ministers to hold themselves responsible to
the Senate as a violation of the Constitution, but saying that while as
senators they reserved their constitutional right, they did not wish to
suspend the legislative life of the country. The Senate thereupon adopted
an order of the day approving this declaration, and thus virtually gave
up for a time the attempt to make the ministers responsible to itself.
(Journal Official, Feb. 12,14,16, 21, and 22, 1896.)

A little later the cabinet brought forward a bill for a progressive in-
come tax, and succeeded on March 26 in getting the Chamber to adopt an
order of the day approving of the general principal involved. The order,
however, which was somewhat equivocal, was only carried by sixteen
votes, and more than half of the deputies were believed to be opposed in
their hearts to the tax. The Senate thought its opportunity had come,
and again passed a vote of lack of confidence in the ministry, this time
on the subject of foreign affairs. (Journal Officielj April 4.) The result